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The Commission 
Rev. Ewan Aitken
Church of Scotland

Ms Tina Barnett
Methodist Church in Ireland / 
Irish Council of Churches

Dr. theol. Lubomir Batka
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Slovakia

Rev. Christine Busch
Evangelical Church in Germany

Ms Laura Casorio
Waldensian Church and Italian Protestant Federa-
tion

Prof. Jean-François Collange 
(Member ex-officio)
Union of Protestant Churches of Alsace 
and Lorraine

Rev. Jan Dus* (Co-Moderator)
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren

Rev. Serge Fornerod* (Moderator)
Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches

Rev. Prof. Alexandru Gabriel Gherasim
Romanian Orthodox Church

The Rt. Rev. Rusudan Gotsiridze
Evangelical Baptist Church of Georgia

Mr Adam Hámori
Reformed Church in Hungary / 
Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary

Archimandrite Dr. Arsenios Kardamakis
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople

Mag. Katerina Karkala-Zorba* 
(Co-Moderator)
Orthodox Church of Greece

Ms Rachel Lampard
Methodist Church of Great Britain

Dr. Aila Lauha
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland

Rev. Dr. Guy Liagre
United Protestant Church of Belgium

Dr. Joanna Matuszewska
Evangelical-Reformed Church in Poland

Very Rev. Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan
Armenian Apostolic Church

H. G. Bishop Porfyrios of Neapolis*
Orthodox Church of Cyprus

Dr. Charles Reed*
Church of England

Rev. Dr. Raag Rolfsen
Church of Norway

Ms Liv Södahl
Mission Covenant Church of Sweden

Dr. Verena Taylor*
Protestant Church in Austria

Mr Kees Tinga
Protestant Church in the Netherlands

Rev. Silke Tosch
Union of Evangelical Free Churches 
in Germany (German Baptist Union)

The Staff
Rev. Rüdiger Noll
Director, Brussels

Ms Véronique Dessart
Support Staff, Brussels

Ms Elina Eloranta
Executive Secretary, Brussels

Ms Véronique Engels
Support Staff, Brussels

Rev. Richard Fischer
Executive Secretary, Strasbourg

Rev. Laurence Flachon 
(as of 30 November 2010)
Executive Secretary, Brussels

OKR’in Katrin Hatzinger
Associate Staff, Brussels (EKD)

Rev. Dr. Dieter Heidtmann 
(until 31 August 2010)
Executive Secretary, Brussels

Ms Lois Hough-Stewart
Support Staff, Brussels

Mag. Elizabeta Kitanovic
Executive Secretary, Brussels

Ms Marie-Madeleine Linck
Support Staff, Strasbourg

Mr Julian-Christopher Marx
Intern, Brussels

Ms Carla Maurer (until 17 December 2010)
Executive Secretary, Strasbourg

Rev. John Murray
Associate Staff, Strasbourg

Ms Nathalie Nehlig
Intern, Strasbourg

Rev. Dr. Peter Pavlovic
Study Secretary, Brussels

Ms Charlotte Vanderborght
Accountant, Brussels

Members and Staff of  the Church and Society Commission of CEC
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Farewell to 
Rev. Dr. Dieter 
Heidtmann
Rev. Dr. Dieter 
Heidtmann from the 
Evangelical Church 
of Württemberg, Ger-

many has been working as Executive Secretary 
in the Church and Society Commission of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC) for the 
last 6 years.  He was seconded to CEC by the Com-
munity of Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE), 
a fellowship of 103 Lutheran, Reformed, United 
and Methodist churches which are in full com-
munion through the Leuenberg Agreement of 
1973. His portfolio was monitoring and advocacy 
towards the EU on economic and social affairs. 
Rev. Dr. Heidtmann was working on a number of 
issues. Among the most recent are: Sunday pro-
tection, European Year for Combating Poverty 
and Social Exclusion, EU’s new economic fra-
mework strategy etc. He strengthened the coope-
ration with Eurodiaconia, COMECE and Caritas 
Europa, working side by side on improving the 
legislative framework in this regard.

The CSC wishes him and his family all the best for 
their new life and spiritual challenges. He conti-
nues his career at the Evangelical Academy in 
Bad Boll as Study Director for economic policies 
and economic ethics.  

Farewell to 
Ms Carla Maurer 
After working three 
years with the CSC of 
CEC in Strasbourg, Ms 
Carla Maurer has retur-
ned to Switzerland to 
complete the pastoral 

training at the Reformed Church of St. Gallen. 
Carla was seconded by the Federation of Swiss 
Protestant Churches (SEK-FEPS) and served as 
Executive Secretary for education and gender. 
The Swiss churches showed an increased interest 

in European matters thanks to her work. On be-
half of the CSC Strasbourg office, Carla strengthe-
ned the working relationships with the Council of 
Europe with an emphasis on the CoE’s White Pa-
per on Intercultural Dialogue. She elaborated the 
CSC education strategy and its implementation. 
She organised gender training for the CSC staff. 
Furthermore, Carla was working on the EU Da-
nube Strategy and its implementation processes. 
She was the Editor of the electronic Churches’ 
Citizenship Library. In August 2010 Carla was 
elected a board member of the Coordinating 
Committee of the EFECW and will continue to be 
involved in the life of CEC through her role as 
contact person.
 
Welcome to Rev. Laurence Flachon 
Rev. Laurence Flachon, who is of French na-
tionality living in Brussels, started her work as 

Executive Secretary at 
the Church and Society 
Commission’s Brussels 
office*. She will work 
mainly in the field of 
social affairs (part-
time). The other part 
of her working time she 
devotes to the French-

speaking congregation, Eglise Protestante de 
Bruxelles-Musée, Chapelle Royale. Since 2004, 
Rev. Laurence Flachon has also been working as 
a Chaplain at the Saint-Pierre University Hospi-
tal in Brussels. She studied political sciences and 
theology with a Master’s degree in both fields. She 
holds particular expertise on European Integra-
tion. She is included in the dialoguing process on 
theological matters between the United Protestant 
Church and the Catholic Church in Belgium.

* in November 2010.

Internships in CSC 
Intern Ms 
Nathalie Nehlig
During her initial 
training to become a 
pastor of the Union of 
Protestant Churches 
in Alsace-Lorraine 

(France), Ms Nathalie Nehlig was an intern in 
the CSC Strasbourg office from April to July. She 
shared the daily local CSC team work. She co-or-
ganised a meeting in the European Parliament 
between the members of the fully ecumenical 
Council of Churches of Strasbourg and Alsace-
Lorraine and a group of French members of 
the European Parliament from that region. She 
developed a concept enabling her to integrate 
the European dimension of society issues into 
her ministry, in particular linked to ethics and 
science. She is now a pastor in a village in nor-
thern Alsace.

Internship 
of Mr Julian-
Christopher Marx
After having finished 
his B.A. studies in po-
litical sciences and 
theology, Mr Julian-

Christopher Marx from the Evangelical Church 
of Baden was an intern at the Church and So-
ciety Commission of CEC in Brussels. In four 
months, from March to July 2010, he gained an 
impression of how the relationship between the 
European Institutions and church organisations 
is working. He worked together with Rev. Dr. Die-
ter Heidtmann on family policy issues. A discus-
sion paper emerged out of this focus. On behalf 
of CPCE, he carried out research on the member 
churches’ opinions on sexual and family ethics. 
He is now studying for a Joint Master’s Degree on 
Religion–Economy–Politics in Basel, Lucern and 
Zurich.



Ms Hanna Broadbridge 
(Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Denmark)

Mr Vincent Dubois
(United Protestant Church of Belgium)

Mr Maximilian Karrasch 
(World Student Christian Federation-Europe)

Rev. Dr. Daniel Schmid-Holz 
(Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches)

Mr Peter Schreiner 
(Evangelical Church in Germany + ICCS + IACE)

Rev. Dr. Wolfgang Wünsch
(Evangelical Church A.C. in Romania)

Dr. Kostas Zorbas 
(Church of Greece)

Working Group on Education 

Newly elected members of CSC working mechanisms

Dr. Altana Filos 
(Greek Evangelical Church)

Ms Lena Kumlin 
(Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland)

Dr. Gianni Long 
(Italian Protestant Federation + Waldensian / Methodist / Baptist)

Dr. Joanna Matuszewska 
(Evangelical-Reformed Church in Poland)

Prof. Dr. David McClean 
(Church of England)

Mr Fredrik Nilsson Björner 
(Church of Sweden)

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Robbers (Adviser) 
(Evangelical Church in Germany)

Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Stotz 
(Evangelical Church in Germany)

Ms Ilaria Valenzi 
(World Student Christian Federation-Europe)

Working Group on EU Legislation 

Task Forces on Globalisation 
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Ms Elvira Gömböcz 
(Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Hungary)

Drs. Jacob Houtman 
(United Protestant Church of Belgium)

Mr Carl-Henrik Jacobsson 
(Church of Sweden)

Rev. Dr. Tamas Kodacsy 
(Reformed Church in Hungary)

Rev. Dr. Ulrich Möller, OKR 
(Evangelical Church in Germany)

Rev. Dr. Raag Rolfsen 
(Church of Norway / Ecumenical Council)

Mr Nicolas Kazarian 
(Ecumenical Patriarchate)

Mr Rob van Drimmelen (Adviser)
(APRODEV)

Preparatory Group on Human Enhancement 
Prof. Dr. Stavros Baloyannis 
(Orthodox Church of Greece)

Dr. Theo Boer 
(Protestant Church in the Netherlands)

Dr. Andrea Dörries 
(Evangelical Church in Germany)

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Körtner 
(Protestant Church in Austria)

Prof. Dr. Karsten Lehmkühler 
(Union of Protestant Churches in Alsace & Lorraine)

Rev. Dr. Brendan McCarthy 
(Church of England)

Ms Miriam Szurman 
(Lutheran Church in Poland)



Rev. Peter Ciaccio 
(Italian Protestant Federation + Waldensian / Methodist / Baptist)

Mr Georgios Ioannou 
(Orthodox Church of Cyprus)

Ms Kati Jääskeläinen 
(Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland)

Dr. Peter Krömer 
(Protestant Church in Austria)

Rev. Thorsten Leißer 
(Evangelical Church in Germany)

Mr Alexandru Gabriel Negoita 
(Romanian Orthodox Church)

Ms Sofia Nordenmark 
(Church of Sweden)

Ms Natallia Vasilevich 
(World Student Christian Federation-Europe)

Rev. Dr. Donald Watts 
(Presbyterian Church in Ireland)

Working Group on Human Rights 

Rev. Cornelia Coenen-Marx, OKRin 
(Evangelical Church in Germany)

Dr. Alexander Heit 
(Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches)

Mr Vladimir Moravec 
(Czechoslovak Hussite Church)

Rev. Matthew Ross 
(Church of Scotland)

Mag. Martin Schenk 
(Protestant Church in Austria)

Ms Elena Timofticiuc 
(Ecumenical Association of Churches in Romania)

Working Group on Social Issues 
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Expenses related to work areas Year 2010 Euros
Total expenditure 1.120.004,82 99,04%
Positive result of 2010 10.859,23 0,96%

45,40% 

10,01% 

9,21% 

6,05% 

3,82% 

4,86% 

5,02% 

3,71% 

2,90% 
3,00% 2,65% 2,41% 

Management / Member churches relations 

Communication 

Assprop and other 

Human Rights 

Social Issues 

Bioethics 

Globalisation 

Interreligious Dialogue 

Environment 

Europe of Regions 

European integration 

Other work areas 

37,27% 

20,11% 

11,81% 

21,26% 

9,55% 

Contribution Members and Associated members 

Seconded sta  

Programmatic activities income 

CEC general budget 

Assprop and other

Income related to type of income Year 2010 Euros
Total income 1.130.864,05 100,00%

Our Resources

T    he 2010 accounts of the Church and 
Society Commission of CEC were closed 

with total income of 1.130.864,05 € and a 
total expenditure of 1.120.004,82 € showing 
a positive result of 10.859,23€. Compared to 
2009, the overall expenditure decreased by 
more than 20.000 Eur (1,9 %).

The Church and Society Commission 
gratefully thanks the member churches and 
all donors for their contribution. Particular 

thanks go to the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) which has contributed to the CSC 
nuclear disarmament work by paying the 
costs of their participation in the two expert 
meetings and the two high-level meetings 
with NATO leadership. The WCC has also 
largely contributed to the costs and the 
organisation of the «Poverty Wealth and 
Ecology in Europe» conference held in 
Budapest in November 2010 (Globalisation 
programme).

The Commission would also like to deeply 
thank those member churches and partner 
organisations, which have contributed to the 
work by seconding staff to the Commission: 
the Union of Protestant Churches in Alsace & 
Lorraine and the Conference of the Churches 
along the Rhine, Federation of Swiss 
Protestant Churches, the Church of Sweden 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Finland.
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The Plenary meeting of the new Church and 
Society Commission of the Conference of 
European Churches (CSC) in 2010 took place 
in Haguenau near Strasbourg from 28 May to 
1 June 2010. The participants concluded the 
meeting with the notion that human rights 
and social commitment are at the heart of 
the churches’ calling. The new CSC members 
discussed the theme Role of religious symbols 
in the public sphere with the emphasis on 
two particular cases: Swiss minaret initiative 
and Italian crucifix. The meeting concluded 
that there was a need for more and better 
inter-religious and intercultural dialogue, 
and religious education both formal and 
informal. The Plenary had the opportunity 
to visit the Council of Europe and to discuss 
human rights with several of its high-level 
officials. Mr Juris Rudevskis from the Court 
of Human Rights provided a briefing on 
the Court’s case law in relation to Article 9 
which stipulates freedom of religion.  The 

Plenary then met with Director General of 
Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and 
Sport, Mrs Gabriela Battaini-Dragoni. Mrs 
Battaini-Dragoni called the Conference of 
European Churches “a key organisation in 
making our societies more open, democratic 
and respectful of human dignity”. The 
Commission was received by one of its own 
members, Dr. Verena Taylor. 

The CSC staff reported on the Commission’s 
work since the CEC Lyon Assembly in July 
2009 and discussed its Work Programme 
for 2010 and 2011. The Plenary agreed that 
the priorities for the year 2011 would be 
deepening its dialogue on globalisation with 
the Latin American Council of Churches, 
developing the Churches’ Human Rights 
Training Manual, contributing to the 
European Year for Combating Poverty 
and Social Exclusion, implementing the  
Education Strategy, promoting nuclear 

disarmament and human enhancement. 

The Church and Society Commission elected 
Rev. Serge Fornerod (Federation of Swiss 
Protestant Churches) as the Moderator, and 
Mag. Katerina Karkala-Zorba (Orthodox 
Church of Greece) and Rev. Jan Dus 
(Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren) as 
the Vice-Moderators of the new Commission. 
In addition, Bishop Porfyrios Papastylianou 
(Orthodox Church of Cyprus), Dr. Charles 
Reed (Church of England) and Dr. Verena 
Taylor (Protestant Church in Austria) will 
serve on the Executive Committee. 

The CSC would like to thank the local 
churches representing Anglican, Orthodox, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic Christian 
families for their warm welcome and 
hospitality. 

Plenary 2010 



22 Europe 2020: more just, participatory and sustainable ?
Annual Report of the Church
and Society Commission 2010

Albania
Orthodox Autocephalous Church of Albania

Armenia
Armenian Apostolic Church

Austria
Evangelical Church (A.C.) in Austria
Old-Catholic Church of Austria
Reformed Church of Austria
United Methodist Church in Austria

Belgium
United Protestant Church in Belgium

Bulgaria
Baptist Union of Bulgaria
Pentecostal Assemblies of Bulgaria
United Methodist Church in Bulgaria

Croatia
Baptist Union of Croatia
Church of God in Croatia
Evangelical Pentecostal Church in Croatia
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Croatia
Reformed Christian (Calvinist) Church in Croatia

Cyprus
Orthodox Church of Cyprus

Czech Republic
Czechoslovak Hussite Church
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren
Moravian Church in the Czech Republic
Old-Catholic Church in the Czech Republic
Orthodox Church in the Czech Lands and Slovakia
Silesian Evangelical Church A.C. in the Czech 
Republic
United Methodist Church in the Czech Republic

Denmark
Baptist Union of Denmark
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Denmark

Estonia
Orthodox Church of Estonia
Estonian Evangelical-Lutheran Church
Estonian Evangelical-Lutheran Church Abroad 
(Canada)
United Methodist Church in Estonia

Finland
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland
Finnish Orthodox Church

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
United Methodist Church in Macedonia

France
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of France
Federation of Evangelical Baptist Churches of France
Reformed Church of France
Malagasy Protestant Church in France
Union of Protestant Churches in Alsace and Lorraine

Georgia
Evangelical Baptist Church of Georgia

Germany
Catholic Diocese of the Old-Catholics in Germany
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD)
Methodist Church in Germany
Union of Evangelical Free Churches in Germany

Great Britain
Baptist Union of Great Britain
Church in Wales
Church of England
Church of Scotland
Congregational Federation of the United Kingdom
Council of African and Caribbean Churches
Methodist Church of Great Britain
Presbyterian Church of Wales
Salvation Army UK Territory/Ireland
Scottish Episcopal Church
Shiloh United Church of Christ Apostolic Worldwide
United Reformed Church

Greece
Orthodox Church of Greece
Greek Evangelical Church

Hungary
Baptist Union of Hungary
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Hungary
Reformed Church in Hungary
United Methodist Church in Hungary

Iceland
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Iceland

Ireland
Church of Ireland
Methodist Church in Ireland
Presbyterian Church in Ireland

Italy
Christian Evangelical Baptist Union of Italy
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Italy
Evangelical-Methodist Church in Italy
Waldensian Church in Italy

Latvia
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Latvia
Latvian Evangelical-Lutheran Church Abroad (Germany)

Liechtenstein
Evangelical Church in the Principality of 
Liechtenstein

Lithuania
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Lithuania
Lithuanian Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Germany

Luxembourg
Alliance of Protestant Churches in Luxembourg

Netherlands
Mennonite Church in the Netherlands
Old-Catholic Church of the Netherlands
Protestant Church in the Netherlands
Remonstrant Brotherhood

Norway
Church of Norway

Poland
Baptist Union of Poland
Evangelical-Lutheran Church A.C. in Poland
Evangelical-Reformed Church in Poland
Old-Catholic Mariavite Church in Poland
Polish Autocephalous Orthodox Church
Polish Catholic Church (Old-Catholic)
United Methodist Church in Poland

Portugal
Lusitanian Catholic Apostolic Evangelical Church
Evangelical-Methodist Church of Portugal
Presbyterian Church of Portugal

Romania
Evangelical Church A.C. in Romania
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Romania
Reformed Church in Romania (Kiralyhagomelleki 
District)
Reformed Church in Romania (Transylvanian District)
Romanian Orthodox Church

Russia
Euro-Asian Federation of the Unions of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Russia and Other 
States
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia
Russian Orthodox Church (suspended its 
participation since Nov. 2008)

Serbia
United Methodist Church in Serbia
Reformed Christian Church in Serbia and 
Montenegro
Serbian Orthodox Church
Slovak Evangelical Church A.C. in Serbia

CEC Member Churches and Associated Organisations 
CEC Member Churches



Slovak Republic
Evangelical Church A.C. in Slovakia
Orthodox Church in the Czech Lands and Slovakia
Reformed Christian Church in Slovakia

Slovenia
Evangelical Church (A.C.) 
in the Republic of Slovenia 

Spain
Spanish Evangelical Church
Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church

Sweden
Baptist Union of Sweden
Church of Sweden
Mission Covenant Church of Sweden
United Methodist Church of Sweden Annual 
Conference

Switzerland
Evangelical Methodist Church in Switzerland
Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches
Old-Catholic Church of Switzerland

Ukraine
Reformed Church in Transcarpathia

International Areas
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
European Continental Province of the Moravian 
Church (Herrnhuter Brüdergemeine)
Salvation Army - Europe Zone
United Methodist Church - Central & Southern 
Europe
United Methodist Church - Nordic & Baltic Area

CEC Associated Organisations

Action of Churches Together in Scotland
Christian Council of Norway
Christian Council of Sweden
Church and Peace
Church Mission Society
Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
Churches Together in England
Churches Together in Wales
Conference of European Pastors’ Association
Conference of European University Chaplains
Council of Churches in the Netherlands
Ecumenical Association for Adult Education in Europe
Ecumenical Association of Churches in Romania / 
AIDRom

Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary
Ecumenical Council of Churches in Slovakia
Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women
Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe
Ecumenism in the North (Ekumenik I Norden)
Estonian Council of Churches
Eurodiaconia / European Federation for Diaconia
European Baptist Federation
European Contact Group on Urban Industrial Mission 
(ECG)
European Forum of Christian Men
European YWCAs
Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in 
Switzerland and the Principality of Liechtenstein
Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy

Finnish Ecumenical Council
French Protestant Federation
Gustav Adolf Foundation
Intereuropean Commission on Church and School
International Association for Christian Education
International Prison Chaplains’ Association – Europe
Irish Council of Churches
Oikosnet Europe – EAALCE
Portuguese Council of Christian Churches
Spanish Committee on Cooperation between the 
Churches
Union of Evangelical Free Churches in Germany
World Student Christian Federation (Europe)
YMCA Europe (European Alliance of YMCAs)
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AC	 Augsburg Confession
AIDRom	 Ecumenical Association of Churches in Romania
APRODEV	 Association of WCC-related Development Agencies
ASSPROP	 Association des Propriétaires
BEPA	 Bureau of European Policy Advisers
CALL	 Church Action on Labour and Life
CCEE	 Consilium Conferentiarum Episcoporum Europae
CCME	 Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe
CLAI	 Consejo Latinoamericano de Iglesias
CoE	 Council of Europe
COMECE	 Commission of Bishops’ Conferences 
	 of the European Community
CPCE	 Community of Protestant Churches in Europe
EAALCE	 Ecumenical Association of Academies 
	 and Laity Centres in Europe
ECEN	 European Christian Environmental Network
ECG	 European Contact Group
ECI	 European Citizens’ Initiative
ED	 Eurodiaconia - European Federation for Diaconia
EEAS	 European External Action Service

EECCS	 European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society
EFECW	 Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women
EKD	 Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland
EP	 European Parliament
EU	 European Union
FEPS	 Fédération des Eglises Protestantes de la Suisse
HC	 Helvetic Confession
IACE	 International Association for Christian Education
ICCS	 Intereuropean Commission on Church and School
NATO	 North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NGO	 Non-Governmental Organisation
NPT	 Non Proliferation Treaty
OCIPE	 Office Catholique d’Information pour l’Europe
OSCE	 Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
PR	 Press Release
SEK	 Schweizerischer Evangelischer Kirchenbund
TFEU	 Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
UN	 United Nations
WCC	 World Council of Churches
YMCA	 Young Men’s Christian Association
YWCA	 Young Women’s Christian Association

T    The Church and Society Commission is one of the 
Commissions of the Conference of European Churches 

(CEC). The CSC links CEC’s 125 Member Churches from all 
over Europe and its 40 Associated Organisations with the 
European Union’s Institutions, the Council of Europe, the 
OSCE, NATO and the UN (on European matters). It engages 
its Member Churches and Associated Organisations in 
studies and projects relevant to church and society and thus 
supports and strengthens the common witness of European 
churches vis-à-vis the European Institutions and in the 
respective European societies.

The CSC was established in 1999 as a result of an integration 
process between CEC and the European Ecumenical 
Commission for Church and Society (EECCS), both of 
which had a long-standing record of working in the field 
of church and society.
CEC was founded in 1959 as a bridge-building organisation 
between the churches in Eastern and Western Europe.
1984 can be regarded as the founding date for EECCS, 
which was established as a representation of churches vis-à-
vis the European Institutions.
Following this integration process, the CSC received a 

special status within CEC. Its work programme as well as 
its working mechanisms and methods are determined by 
a 24-person Commission in agreement with CEC’s Central 
Committee.
The Commission Plenary meets once a year and elects 
the CSC Executive Committee. In consultation with the 
General Secretary of CEC, it can make public statements on 
issues within its remit. The CSC has secretariats in Brussels 
and Strasbourg and maintains strong links with the CEC 
headquarters in Geneva. The Directorate of the CSC is based 
in Brussels.

Who We Are

Our mandate
•	Study and examination of Church and Society 

questions in a socio-ethical perspective such 
as EECCS and CEC have undertaken up to now 
(for example: peace, justice and the integrity 
of creation, reconciliation, churches and 
governments);

•	Monitor the European institutions: European 
Union, Council of Europe, Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, in relation 
to themes such as the European integration 
process, democratisation, establishment of the 
rule of law, human rights and minority questions, 
European security, economic and social questions, 
the environment;

•	Deal with the specific responsibility of the 
churches in the Member States of the European 
Union for the internal policies of the EU.

How we work
•	The Church and Society Commission (CSC) 

monitors developments in the European 
institutions and makes inputs to the institutions 
on behalf of its Member Churches.

•	CSC acts through its working groups which study 
Church and Society issues and engage Member 
Churches in consultations and projects on specific 
topics.

•	CSC closely cooperates with other church-
related organisations and NGOs such as CCME, 
Eurodiaconia, APRODEV and COMECE.

•	CSC bases its actions on its Work Programme 
through flexible and ad-hoc working mechanisms 
and methods. More information on http://csc.
ceceurope.org.

•	In the implementation of its agenda, regular 
communication between CSC and its Member 
Churches and the institutions is of crucial 
importance.

The new working groups have been 
established for the following priority 
areas until the next CEC Assembly 2013: 
•	Education
•	EU Legislation
•	Human Rights
•	Social Issues

CSC also addresses the following 
themes with appropriate working 
mechanisms: 
•	Globalisation (Task Force)
•	Human Enhancement (Preparatory Group)

Mandate and Methods

Acronyms
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Brussels
Church & Society Commission of CEC
(Directorate)
Rue Joseph II, 174
BE – 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel.:  +32 2 230 17 32
Fax: +32 2 231 14 13
E-mail: csc@cec-kek.be
http://csc.ceceurope.org

Strasbourg
Church & Society Commission of CEC
8, rue du Fossé des Treize
FR – 67000 Strasbourg, France
Tel: +33 3 88 15 27 60
Fax: +33 3 88 15 27 61
E-mail: csc@cec-kek.fr
http://csc.ceceurope.org

Geneva
CEC General Secretariat
P.O. Box 2100, 150 route de Ferney
CH – 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 791 61 11
Fax: +41 22 791 62 27
E-mail: cec@cec-kek.org
www.ceceurope.org



w

On the basis of our Christian faith, we work towards a humane, socially 
conscious Europe, in which human rights and the basic values of peace, 
justice, freedom, tolerance and solidarity prevail.

(Charta Oecumenica)
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