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Conference of European Churches 
Governing Board 

 
Brussels, 20-22 November 2019 

 

Activity report 

Thematic area Theological Dialogue 

 
 

 

1. CEC participated in the planning of the second meeting of the Global Forum of 

Theological Educators that was held from 20-24 May at the Orthodox Academy of 

Crete, Greece. About 70 theological educators from around the world gathered 

under the theme “Vision and viability in contexts: Theological learning and 

formation” and examined ways in which theological and educational methods 

shape outcomes, sustainability in theological education, and the ways in which 

vocation is recognised and fostered. Due to the current global challenges, for the 

next phases of its work, the Forum decided to discuss migration and ecology as 

they relate to theological education, and also to explore empirical research of 

theological education in its third meeting.  

 

2. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew hosted Halki Summit III from 31 May-4 June 

2019 that brought together distinguished representatives of Orthodox theological 

schools and seminaries from around the world and focused on the theme of 

“Theological Formation and Ecological Awareness.” CEC executive secretary for 

Theological Dialogue participated in the coordination group and was invited to join 

a special committee established to determine how to reach out to Orthodox 

theological schools and seminaries with a view to collecting materials integrating 

environmental concerns into theological education (For further information on the 

event see http://www.halkisummit.com/hs3/).  

 

3. Meeting with the CPCE Advisory Board on Migration and Church Communion, 7 

June 2019, Brussels. The group was informed about CEC strategic goals in this area 

of work. CPCE Study Secretary shared CPCE’s plans on migration and communion, 

and members of the board raised the question of interreligious dialogue in a 

pluralist Europe. Discussion followed on ways of working together, and CPCE Study 

Secretary was invited to participate in the CEC meeting of ecumenical officers and 

secretaries for theology.  

 

4. European Council of Religious Leaders (ECRL), annual Council meeting, 13 June 

2019, Brussels. The ECRL and Religions for Peace held a meeting at the EKD office 

in the context of the preparations of the 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace 

in Lindau Germany. CEC executive secretary for Theological Dialogue attended the 

meeting on behalf of CEC. She offered an overview of the ongoing work and 

presented the strategic goals for 2018-2023.  

http://www.halkisummit.com/hs3/
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5. WCC meeting of Regional Ecumenical Organisations (REOs), 2-4 July 2019, 

Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland. The meeting is intended for the 

General Secretaries of the REOs to gather together annually and discuss matters 

of common concern. In the absence of General Secretary, CEC was represented by 

the secretary for Theological Dialogue. The agenda included sharing from the 

regions, updates on ongoing work, discussion on opportunities for cooperation 

and joint action, meeting with the leadership of WCC, and updates on the WCC 

Assembly preparations.  

 

Significant part of the meeting focused on the “Guiding Principles for Relationships 

and Cooperation between the WCC and the REOs,” (see Appendix 1), a document 

first published in 1992 and later revised by a small working group including two 

REOs General Secretaries and one WCC staff. The document had been shared prior 

to the meeting and had been discussed with CEC President and staff. During the 

meeting there was considerable discussion on its implementation. The document 

was approved with small revisions. It constitutes a concrete step in clarifying 

relationships with the WCC (CEC Strategy Plan, Aim 2).  

 

Important part of the meeting was dedicated to ACT Alliance and its relationship 

to the REOs, as well as CLAI, the Latin American Council of Churches, which is 

experiencing inner division and for this reason it remains inactive and did not 

attend the meeting.  

 

6. Meeting with Rev Dr Martin Robra/WCC to discuss the proposed outline for the 

European publication on the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, 4 July 2019, Geneva.   

 

7. Interview with WCC Communications on the 11th General Assembly to be held in 

Karlsruhe, Germany, and its significance for CEC.  

 

8. The 13th Ecclesiological Investigations International Conference on Eastern 

Catholic Churches and the question of Christian unity, from 19-21 July 2019, 

Stuttgart, Germany. The conference attempted to draw out the subjectivity of 

differing ecclesiological standpoints with regard to the status of the Eastern 

Catholic Churches and therefore move toward an ecumenically oriented 

development in understanding the different positions. (For further information on 

the Ecclesiological Investigations Network and the Programme please see 

https://ei-research.net/).  

 

9. Participation in the service of enthronement of His Eminence Archbishop Nikitas 

of Thyateira and Great Britain, 27 July 2019, London, UK.  

 

10. Visit to the Headquarters of the Church of England and planning meeting for the 

2020 CEC Conference on unity with Revd Canon Dr Jeremy Worthen, Secretary for 

Ecumenical Relations and Theology, and Revd Dr William Adam, Ecumenical 

https://ei-research.net/
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Adviser to the Archbishop of Canterbury and Director for Unity, Faith and Order of 

the Anglican Communion.  

 

11. Academic paper on Justification, August 2019. The paper was included in the acts 

of the colloquium on the topic that had been organised by the Institut Supérieur 

D’ Études Œcuméniques (Faculté de Théologie et de Sciences Religieuses, Paris) in 

March 2019.  

 

12. Meeting with Dr Viorel Conan, Secretary of Societas Œcumenica, the European 

Society for Ecumenical Research, to discuss the 21st Academic Consultation to be 

held in August 2020 as well as other possibilities of cooperation, 1 August 2019, 

Brussels.   

 

13. Participation in the 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace, 20-23 August 2019, 

Lindau Germany. The Assembly was held under the theme “Caring for Our 

Common Future – Advancing Shared Well-Being.” It was an important opportunity 

for networking with European and global partners in different thematic areas: 

Advancing positive peace, preventing and transforming conflicts, promoting just 

and harmonious societies, working for sustainable and integral human 

development, protecting the earth. CEC executive secretary for Theological 

Dialogue contributed to the workshop on “Religious values and Peace Education.” 

(For further information on the Assembly, see https://rfp.org/home-3-2/10th-

world-assembly/).  

 

14. CEC participated in the planning of the Europe Conference of the International 

Association for Mission Studies (IAMS). In partnership with several mission 

organisations and theological faculties in Europe it held a conference on “Locating 

European Missions in a Wounded World in Deep Transformation” from 23-27 

August 2019 in Sankt Augustin, Germany. The conference named past and present 

wounds and transformations that define European societies and missions, and 

examined their entanglements and complicities in today’s world. It explored 

theologies of mission, mission in relation to vulnerability, and identified resources 

of healing, renewal, and deep transformations.  

(See press release https://www.ceceurope.org/iams-europe-conference-in-

germany-explores-european-missions/).  

 

15. Participation in CEC Peace Conference, 10-12 September 2019, and moderation of 

Reflection group 4: Shalom, An apostolic calling.  

 

16. Visit to the Headquarters of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and 

meeting with staff working in the areas of mission, ecumenism, and interfaith 

dialogue. Visit to the Finnish Ecumenical Council and meeting with General 

Secretary Rev Dr Mari-Anna Auvinen,  23 September 2019, Helsinki, Finland.  

 

https://rfp.org/home-3-2/10th-world-assembly/
https://rfp.org/home-3-2/10th-world-assembly/
https://www.ceceurope.org/iams-europe-conference-in-germany-explores-european-missions/
https://www.ceceurope.org/iams-europe-conference-in-germany-explores-european-missions/
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17. CEC organised the first meeting of ecumenical officers and secretaries for theology 

focusing on questions of ecclesiology and mission. The meeting was held from 24-

26 September 2019 in Kaunisniemi Finland. The response from the Member 

Churches was positive and about 25 officers attended the meeting. The first part 

of the meeting focused on sharing of current priorities and key questions in the 

Member Churches and their expectations from CEC. Three broad areas of work 

were identified as pertinent: 1. the mission of the Church in a secular or post-

Christian society, 2. the way in which the identity of some churches is closely 

associated with nationality and ethnicity and how this affects ecumenical 

relationships, 3. the need for ecumenical theological education and formation. 

(See Appendix 2).  

 

The second part of the meeting was concerned with the theological dialogue 

between churches with historical longevity in Europe and ‘migrant’ and ‘minority 

ethnic’ churches, which is the focus of CEC programmatic work for the period from 

2018-2023. It explored questions of contextualization and identity of migrant 

churches, and discussed Christian communities and migration as an ecclesiological 

opportunity. The meeting reflected on the changing European religious landscape 

within the current developments in the international multilateral dialogue of the 

Faith and Order Commission of the WCC. Lastly, it heard about the preparations 

of the 11th General Assembly of WCC and reflected on ways in which churches in 

Europe can contribute actively. (See http://www.ceceurope.org/cec-conference-in-

finland-brings-in-focus-ecclesiology-and-mission/).  

 

18. Visit to the Headquarters of the Orthodox Church of Finland and meeting with His 

Eminence Most Revd Archbishop Leo of Helsinki and All Finland, 26 September 

2019.  

 

19. Skype meeting with the Free University of Amsterdam on the topic of apostolic 

succession in ecumenical perspective, 30 September 2019.  

 

20. Meeting with the Finnish Ecumenical Council. Discussion on Charta Œcumenica and 

interreligious dialogue, 4 October 2019, Brussels.  

 

21. Meeting with WCC Director of Communications and her team on WCC journals and 

publications. The agenda included information on the Assembly preparations and 

the Communications Strategy for the WCC Assembly, 10 October 2019, Geneva.  

 

22. Meeting with Mr Michael Zimmermann, Officer for peace ethics and peace work in 

the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Saxony, 15 October 2019, Brussels. Discussion 

on CEC’s strategic goals, the CEC Peace Conference, and possibilities of future 

cooperation.    

 

23. First meeting of Interfaith Officers organised by the Programme on Interreligious 

Dialogue and Cooperation of the WCC and Churches Together in Wales, a partner 

http://www.ceceurope.org/cec-conference-in-finland-brings-in-focus-ecclesiology-and-mission/
http://www.ceceurope.org/cec-conference-in-finland-brings-in-focus-ecclesiology-and-mission/
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organisation of CEC. The meeting was held under the theme “Towards Fostering 

Dialogue Ecumenically: Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual up-

building, Rom. 14:19.” It included sharing from the WCC regions, reflection on 

different interreligious contexts, and discussion on ecumenical cooperation in 

interreligious matters. A number of topics surfaced during the meeting: a. The role 

of collective memory and imagination in the shaping of religious identity, and how 

ethnicity and nation relate to it, b. the colonial past of Christianity which still creates 

mistrust between interreligious partners, and the need for repentance, c. the 

balance between witnessing to Christ and being in dialogue with other religions, 

and the stereotypes around syncretism, d. the use of Scripture in interfaith work. 

The meeting heard about the preparations for the 11th WCC Assembly and the local 

and European context hosting it (https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-

centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-

ecumenical-dialogue).  

 

24. Annual CEC-CCEE Joint Committee meeting, 18-19 November 2019, Brussels. The 

meeting was hosted by CEC and explored the rise of populism in Europe and how 

churches should respond to it. CEC and CCEE shared about their ongoing and 

future work and discussed possibilities of further cooperation, especially with 

regard to the Charta Œcumenica.  

 

25. CEC participated in the planning of the second meeting of the Global Forum of 

Theological Educators that was held from 20-24 May at the Orthodox Academy of 

Crete, Greece. About 70 theological educators from around the world gathered 

under the theme “Vision and viability in contexts: Theological learning and 

formation” and examined ways in which theological and educational methods 

shape outcomes, sustainability in theological education, and the ways in which 

vocation is recognised and fostered. Due to the current global challenges, for the 

next phases of its work, the Forum decided to discuss migration and ecology as 

they relate to theological education, and also to explore empirical research of 

theological education in its third meeting.  

 

26. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew hosted Halki Summit III from 31 May-4 June 

2019 that brought together distinguished representatives of Orthodox theological 

schools and seminaries from around the world and focused on the theme of 

“Theological Formation and Ecological Awareness.” CEC executive secretary for 

Theological Dialogue participated in the coordination group and was invited to join 

a special committee established to determine how to reach out to Orthodox 

theological schools and seminaries with a view to collecting materials integrating 

environmental concerns into theological education (For further information on the 

event see http://www.halkisummit.com/hs3/).  

 

27. Meeting with the CPCE Advisory Board on Migration and Church Communion, 7 

June 2019, Brussels. The group was informed about CEC strategic goals in this area 

of work. CPCE Study Secretary shared CPCE’s plans on migration and communion, 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-ecumenical-dialogue
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-ecumenical-dialogue
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-ecumenical-dialogue
http://www.halkisummit.com/hs3/
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and members of the board raised the question of interreligious dialogue in a 

pluralist Europe. Discussion followed on ways of working together, and CPCE Study 

Secretary was invited to participate in the CEC meeting of ecumenical officers and 

secretaries for theology.  

 

28. European Council of Religious Leaders (ECRL), annual Council meeting, 13 June 

2019, Brussels. The ECRL and Religions for Peace held a meeting at the EKD office 

in the context of the preparations of the 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace 

in Lindau Germany. CEC executive secretary for Theological Dialogue attended the 

meeting on behalf of CEC. She offered an overview of the ongoing work and 

presented the strategic goals for 2018-2023.  

 

29. WCC meeting of Regional Ecumenical Organisations (REOs), 2-4 July 2019, 

Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland. The meeting is intended for the 

General Secretaries of the REOs to gather together annually and discuss matters 

of common concern. In the absence of General Secretary, CEC was represented by 

the secretary for Theological Dialogue. The agenda included sharing from the 

regions, updates on ongoing work, discussion on opportunities for cooperation 

and joint action, meeting with the leadership of WCC, and updates on the WCC 

Assembly preparations.  

 

Significant part of the meeting focused on the “Guiding Principles for Relationships 

and Cooperation between the WCC and the REOs,” (see Appendix 1), a document 

first published in 1992 and later revised by a small working group including two 

REOs General Secretaries and one WCC staff. The document had been shared prior 

to the meeting and had been discussed with CEC President and staff. During the 

meeting there was considerable discussion on its implementation. The document 

was approved with small revisions. It constitutes a concrete step in clarifying 

relationships with the WCC (CEC Strategy Plan, Aim 2).  

 

Important part of the meeting was dedicated to ACT Alliance and its relationship 

to the REOs, as well as CLAI, the Latin American Council of Churches, which is 

experiencing inner division and for this reason it remains inactive and did not 

attend the meeting.  

 

30. Meeting with Rev Dr Martin Robra/WCC to discuss the proposed outline for the 

European publication on the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, 4 July 2019, Geneva.   

 

31. Interview with WCC Communications on the 11th General Assembly to be held in 

Karlsruhe, Germany, and its significance for CEC.  

 

32. The 13th Ecclesiological Investigations International Conference on Eastern 

Catholic Churches and the question of Christian unity, from 19-21 July 2019, 

Stuttgart, Germany. The conference attempted to draw out the subjectivity of 

differing ecclesiological standpoints with regard to the status of the Eastern 

Catholic Churches and therefore move toward an ecumenically oriented 
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development in understanding the different positions. (For further information on 

the Ecclesiological Investigations Network and the Programme please see 

https://ei-research.net/).  

 

33. Participation in the service of enthronement of His Eminence Archbishop Nikitas 

of Thyateira and Great Britain, 27 July 2019, London, UK.  

 

34. Visit to the Headquarters of the Church of England and planning meeting for the 

2020 CEC Conference on unity with Revd Canon Dr Jeremy Worthen, Secretary for 

Ecumenical Relations and Theology, and Revd Dr William Adam, Ecumenical 

Adviser to the Archbishop of Canterbury and Director for Unity, Faith and Order of 

the Anglican Communion.  

 

35. Academic paper on Justification, August 2019. The paper was included in the acts 

of the colloquium on the topic that had been organised by the Institut Supérieur 

D’ Études Œcuméniques (Faculté de Théologie et de Sciences Religieuses, Paris) in 

March 2019.  

 

36. Meeting with Dr Viorel Conan, Secretary of Societas Œcumenica, the European 

Society for Ecumenical Research, to discuss the 21st Academic Consultation to be 

held in August 2020 as well as other possibilities of cooperation, 1 August 2019, 

Brussels.   

 

37. Participation in the 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace, 20-23 August 2019, 

Lindau Germany. The Assembly was held under the theme “Caring for Our 

Common Future – Advancing Shared Well-Being.” It was an important opportunity 

for networking with European and global partners in different thematic areas: 

Advancing positive peace, preventing and transforming conflicts, promoting just 

and harmonious societies, working for sustainable and integral human 

development, protecting the earth. CEC executive secretary for Theological 

Dialogue contributed to the workshop on “Religious values and Peace Education.” 

(For further information on the Assembly, see https://rfp.org/home-3-2/10th-

world-assembly/).  

 

38. CEC participated in the planning of the Europe Conference of the International 

Association for Mission Studies (IAMS). In partnership with several mission 

organisations and theological faculties in Europe it held a conference on “Locating 

European Missions in a Wounded World in Deep Transformation” from 23-27 

August 2019 in Sankt Augustin, Germany. The conference named past and present 

wounds and transformations that define European societies and missions, and 

examined their entanglements and complicities in today’s world. It explored 

theologies of mission, mission in relation to vulnerability, and identified resources 

of healing, renewal, and deep transformations.  

(See press release https://www.ceceurope.org/iams-europe-conference-in-

germany-explores-european-missions/).  

 

https://ei-research.net/
https://rfp.org/home-3-2/10th-world-assembly/
https://rfp.org/home-3-2/10th-world-assembly/
https://www.ceceurope.org/iams-europe-conference-in-germany-explores-european-missions/
https://www.ceceurope.org/iams-europe-conference-in-germany-explores-european-missions/
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39. Participation in CEC Peace Conference, 10-12 September 2019, and moderation of 

Reflection group 4: Shalom, An apostolic calling.  

 

40. Visit to the Headquarters of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and 

meeting with staff working in the areas of mission, ecumenism, and interfaith 

dialogue. Visit to the Finnish Ecumenical Council and meeting with General 

Secretary Rev Dr Mari-Anna Auvinen,  23 September 2019, Helsinki, Finland.  

 

41. CEC organised the first meeting of ecumenical officers and secretaries for theology 

focusing on questions of ecclesiology and mission. The meeting was held from 24-

26 September 2019 in Kaunisniemi Finland. The response from the Member 

Churches was positive and about 25 officers attended the meeting. The first part 

of the meeting focused on sharing of current priorities and key questions in the 

Member Churches and their expectations from CEC. Three broad areas of work 

were identified as pertinent: 1. the mission of the Church in a secular or post-

Christian society, 2. the way in which the identity of some churches is closely 

associated with nationality and ethnicity and how this affects ecumenical 

relationships, 3. the need for ecumenical theological education and formation. 

(See Appendix 2).  

 

The second part of the meeting was concerned with the theological dialogue 

between churches with historical longevity in Europe and ‘migrant’ and ‘minority 

ethnic’ churches, which is the focus of CEC programmatic work for the period from 

2018-2023. It explored questions of contextualization and identity of migrant 

churches, and discussed Christian communities and migration as an ecclesiological 

opportunity. The meeting reflected on the changing European religious landscape 

within the current developments in the international multilateral dialogue of the 

Faith and Order Commission of the WCC. Lastly, it heard about the preparations 

of the 11th General Assembly of WCC and reflected on ways in which churches in 

Europe can contribute actively. (See http://www.ceceurope.org/cec-conference-in-

finland-brings-in-focus-ecclesiology-and-mission/).  

 

42. Visit to the Headquarters of the Orthodox Church of Finland and meeting with His 

Eminence Most Revd Archbishop Leo of Helsinki and All Finland, 26 September 

2019.  

 

43. Skype meeting with the Free University of Amsterdam on the topic of apostolic 

succession in ecumenical perspective, 30 September 2019.  

 

44. Meeting with the Finnish Ecumenical Council. Discussion on Charta Œcumenica and 

interreligious dialogue, 4 October 2019, Brussels.  

 

http://www.ceceurope.org/cec-conference-in-finland-brings-in-focus-ecclesiology-and-mission/
http://www.ceceurope.org/cec-conference-in-finland-brings-in-focus-ecclesiology-and-mission/
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45. Meeting with WCC Director of Communications and her team on WCC journals and 

publications. The agenda included information on the Assembly preparations and 

the Communications Strategy for the WCC Assembly, 10 October 2019, Geneva.  

 

46. Meeting with Mr Michael Zimmermann, Officer for peace ethics and peace work in 

the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Saxony, 15 October 2019, Brussels. Discussion 

on CEC’s strategic goals, the CEC Peace Conference, and possibilities of future 

cooperation.    

 

47. First meeting of Interfaith Officers organised by the Programme on Interreligious 

Dialogue and Cooperation of the WCC and Churches Together in Wales, a partner 

organisation of CEC. The meeting was held under the theme “Towards Fostering 

Dialogue Ecumenically: Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual up-

building, Rom. 14:19.” It included sharing from the WCC regions, reflection on 

different interreligious contexts, and discussion on ecumenical cooperation in 

interreligious matters. A number of topics surfaced during the meeting: a. The role 

of collective memory and imagination in the shaping of religious identity, and how 

ethnicity and nation relate to it, b. the colonial past of Christianity which still creates 

mistrust between interreligious partners, and the need for repentance, c. the 

balance between witnessing to Christ and being in dialogue with other religions, 

and the stereotypes around syncretism, d. the use of Scripture in interfaith work. 

The meeting heard about the preparations for the 11th WCC Assembly and the local 

and European context hosting it (https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-

centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-

ecumenical-dialogue).  

 

48. Annual CEC-CCEE Joint Committee meeting, 18-19 November 2019, Brussels. The 

meeting was hosted by CEC and explored the rise of populism in Europe and how 

churches should respond to it. CEC and CCEE shared about their ongoing and 

future work and discussed possibilities of further cooperation, especially with 

regard to the Charta Œcumenica.  

 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-ecumenical-dialogue
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-ecumenical-dialogue
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/inaugural-meeting-of-interfaith-officers-in-wales-deepens-ecumenical-dialogue
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