
Let me give you three approaches to our topic:
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People often say that the church is hung up on sex. 

For most of the Christian tradition the Church has been far more preoccupied with
lying.
In Dante‘s Inferno, the top circles of Hell, where people get off lightest, are reserved
for people who got carried away by their passions. They desired the good, but got
themselves into a mess by desiring it wrongly. 
The middle regions of Hell were reserved for people who desidred what was bad, 
above all for the violent.
But the absolute pits were kept for those who undermined the human community of
truth: the liars, the fraudulent, the flatterers, the forgerers, and worst of all the
traitors.

Timothy Radcliffe, Dominican Friar, 2004
„What response can Christians give to the Crisis of truth telling in our society?“

I believe that was before the Trump era.

That leads us to a second approach, an analysis of our era:
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Sandra Lehmann, 2018: Becoming real in an age of shameless lies

The only thing that matters is to impose signs – words and images and their

spectacular melange – against other signs.

In line with his politics of „alternative facts“, US President Trump has ceased to follow 

the imperative of credibility, respectability and decency which used to be binding for

the heads of representative democracies. …

What is disturbing is that the lies of these actors are well documented. …

Trump and Putin and others lie as if they were not lying….

It serves as a ruthless exhibition of entirely mundane power with all its

presumptuousness and ruthlessness.

Therefore linguist Ruth Wodak is right when she states that our age is less a post-

factual age than an age of shamelessness:

“Shameless lies are brought into the world … without negative sanctions, even

without apologies.“

In other words, we are in a situation where truth claims are simply ignored, because

apparently, they can be simply ignored.

In the same year CEC issued a statement, an that will be our third approach:
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This leads to focus my contribution on the topic topic of truth.
Last year I focused on an analysis of populism and how it affects FORB.
This time I leave the specific examples to the following presentations and focus on 
some foundational questions.
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Let me share some fruits of my reading surrounding these topics.
Not an expert, but theological generalist with focus on R+M and FORB
Here is a an outline of the next steps:
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Just for reference:
Titus 1,2: Faith and understanding rest on the hope of eternal life. Before time began, 
God promised to give that life. And he does not lie. 

Rev 1,5: 
5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins
by his blood, 

Joh 1,9: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
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1 Cor 13,6: Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

1 Joh 4
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth

----
Let us go on a brief excursion on freedom of expression in the ORT + NT, in very broad
and rudimentary strokes:
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1 Joh 2,22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. 

Joh 8,44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the
father of lies. 

------
Another brief excursion on examples in the Bible of those who experience suffering in 
God‘s mission while exercising their freedom of expression
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--
Back to the issue of truth an lie. Now on the level of contemporary theological
reflections. 
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(My translation)
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From point 3 on, it is more a deduction from Bonhoeffer following Rachel Muers: The 
ethics of stats - Some contemporary questions about telling the truth
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This is just the outline of a very noteworthy statement, focusing on the task of
journalists.
I will only pick up here what feeds in to a systematic theological reflection.
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Most of the following is based on the extensive work by Eberhard Schockenhoff: (in 
German) Damned to lie? Politics …. and the ethics of truth. 2nd ed. 2005
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Schockenhoff quotes the German philosopher Hanna Arendt who studied
totalitarianism.
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Truths of fact are true because they happend that way and no other. No reason can
be identified why things have happend that way and no other.

Truths of reason in contrast, in the mind of the one who is convinced of them, they
have inescapable convincing evidence.

The problem with Truths of fact is: they are susceptible for reinterpretation attempts.
Manipulation of facts by a system of organized lie.
The attitude of tolerance, allowing a plurality of views, might be right towards
religious and philosophical views. But if it is applied to truths of fact this is actually a 
particularly mean form of their denial.

Again on the binding nature of certain truths:
Mathematical truth: The angles of a triangle total 180 degrees.
Natural science truth: The earth moves around the sun. 
Truth of fact: In August 1914 German troups invaded Belgium.

Once these truths are recognized and acknowledged as truths, their validity can
neither be strengthened by consensus or assent nor questioned by discussion.
Their convincing nature is not strengthened by the number of people assenting to
them.
The content of their message is not of a nature that wants to convince, but that
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imposes fact.

22



23



The system of modern organized lie, on which the totalitarian regimes of the 20th 
century were built, does not consist in the addition of individual lies, which could be
recognized as such.
Rather inconvenient facts are pushed out of collective consciousness, displacing the
perception of actual reality to create an illusionary pattern of the totality of reality.

Be it the genocide of non-russian population segments in the Soviet Union, the
turkish genocide of Armenian, Assyrian, Greek and other oriental Christians, the
oppression of the freedom of the press in Eastern Germany, ….
The denial of historical facts is the basic strategy of totalitarian regimes.
It becomes an act of self assertion in the ideological battle, which is conducted as
total war on the non-military level.
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In the first two limited transparency is acceptable.
In special settings special rhetoric is accepted and properly interpreted and not taken
at face value.
The last two cases require the strictest standards of truth telling.
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(DO NOT READ SLIDE, READ HERE!)

„Western society is suffering from a crisis of trust. We are suspicous that we are not 
being told the truth. No amount of accusation, denunciation or exposure will allay
our fears. Total transparency seems neither possible nor the solution.
The root of the crisis lies in a particular conception of what iT means to seek for the
truth, which dates back to the Enlightenment. It is in many ways a fine and fruitful
tradition, to which we are all indebted, but by becoming the dominant paradigm then
it leads to the sort of mistrustful and fragmented society which we inhabit.“

A culture of complete transparency also might actively discourage one from being
truthful“.
Increases the pressure on politicians not to tell the truth in order to avoid losing or to
extend their mandate.

---
In order not to end on that sober not, let me close with a prayer from the message of
Pope Francis to journalists.
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